Umpire Briefing 26/6/12 by Bill Alexander
Blood Injury

As soon as an umpire notices a blood injury on a player, or the player asks for injury time for blood, the umpire should blow the whistle to stop the game. Stoppage for blood is not considered a team’s injury time.

Injury time

As soon as a player asks for injury time, the umpire should blow the whistle to stop the game, ask player the reason for asking for injury.  Asking for the reason to find out which part of body is injured to make sure injury time is called for the right reason.

In each quarter, each team is allowed one injury time up to two minutes.   As soon as the injury is dealt with the game should resume, even if it is under two minutes.  The team with the injured player can make substitutions and/or changes to the team as long as the injured player is involved in this change.  The opposing team is able to make changes and substitutions at this time also.  

Any subsequent injury time is 30 seconds and the injured player MUST leave the court.  The injured player can be substituted, or the position is left vacant, and once the injury is treated, the injured player can go back on court after a goal is scored or at an interval.

Replayed Ball

Player must have had possession and control of the ball before the ball can be replayed.  What is deemed to be control can be affected by many factors, such as weather conditions, skill of the player.

Discipline

The whistle is an important tool that an umpire can use to express the seriousness of an offence.  For example, a softer whistle is for footwork, a moderate whistle for contact and loud whistle for serious contact.  The aim is to encourage a change in the player’s behavior.

If a player is persistently committing an offence/offences this needs to be dealt with.  The umpire has several options but to be too harsh too soon leaves an umpire with no further options if player does not learn. Possibilities for an umpire in no particular order are:

· Advancing the penalty

· Advancing the penalty from outside circle into the circle so team can shoot

· Quiet word with the player  e.g. “that’s enough”, “no more”, “tidy up”

· Suspending Player.  Best to use number of goals

· Ordering off

Which option used would depend on the severity of the offence 

The umpire should notify the scorers of a suspension so the scorer can notify the player when they are permitted to return to court.  

If the centre was suspended, the team must fill in the centre position by making changes to the team.  When the suspended centre is allowed to return to court, she has to go back to centre position.

With any suspensions the umpire should complete a suspension form that needs to be sent to England Netball and the league. 

Thank you to Idy Cheung for her notes of the evening.
